Civics

Mr. McNeff

Farmington High School- 2013/2014
Welcome to Civics!  I am excited to have you in here and share with you the interesting history of our country.  This class will explore many different aspects of our history and government.  It will challenge you to think and participate in understanding how events in the past affect events now.

Classroom Expectations
· All students must adhere to the student code of conduct at all times.

· Respect must be given at all times; to the teacher, fellow students, and yourself.

· There will be a lot of discussions and participation in this class, I expect you all to be mature and responsible at these times.

Preparation

Students should be prepared to learn everyday they come in.  This means that you should bring your book and other supplemental readings, writing utensil, and homework EVERY day.  A notebook or binder is also strongly recommended.

Grading scale
The general grading scale applies in our classroom.  Your final trimester grade will be a cumulative grade starting today and ending with your final.  There will be many factors that go into your grade; here is an outline of those factors:

Class work- 30%


Current Events- 20%
Participation/bell work- 10%

Quizzes- 20%

Final Project- 10%

Final Exam- 10%


Class work
Throughout the trimester we will be doing assignments during class.  You will be given time in class to finish these assignments and will be due either that day or the following day.  These assignments will either go towards your class work grade or your participation grade, depending on the assignment.

Quizzes

After each unit or section we will have a quiz discussing what we have learned.  Quizzes will usually be 20-25 questions and include a short answer/essay portion.  Study guides will be provided before the test is taken.  Completed study guides will count as extra credit on the test.
Current Events
Every Friday, you will have a current event due.  This current event will be taken from a newspaper/online article concerning some form of government or civics topic.  This current event must be typed and follow the essay guidelines (these guidelines will be provided).

Participation

There will be many opportunities to add to your participation grade.  The main portion of this will come from presenting your current event to the class.  Every week, 4 students will present their current event (a schedule will be provided).  In addition to earning points for presenting, you will be able to earn points for discussion of the presented current events.

There will also be certain classroom assignments that will go towards your participation grade.
Bell work
We will also be doing bell work this year.  Bell work is an assignment or activity that will be done in the first five minutes of class.  You will only receive credit if you are present and on time for the assignment.  This will go towards your participation grade.

Final Project

The Final project for this class will be a persuasive essay about a topic that is given to you by the teacher.  This project will be worth 10% of your grade and will be worked on throughout the second half of the trimester.

Final Exam
At the end of the trimester you will take a final exam based on the topics discussed in class throughout the trimester.  This will be worth 10% of your final grade.  You will be provided a study guide for this exam.  I also have a policy where if you have a 95% or higher going into the final exam then you do not have to take it.
Absent/Late Work
If you are absent then you are allowed as many days as you were absent for the assignment to be turned in.  For example, if you were gone for two days, and missed an assignment, then you have two days past the original due date to turn in the assignment.  This does not count for long term assignments or projects.  I will accept late work; however it will only count for half credit.  If you are absent and you miss an assignment it is up to you to find out what you missed.  You can rely on your fellow students to give you anything that you missed.  

Extra Credit
At this time there is no extra credit work.  However, there may be opportunities that arise throughout the semester that will be cause for extra credit.

Questions or Concerns
If you ever have any questions or concerns about your grade, missing work, or anything else related to the class, please feel free to ask.  I am more than willing to help you with any question you may have.  My conference is first hour and you can reach me at:

Email: Brian.McNeff@farmington.k12.mi.us
Phone: 248-426-2787
You can also visit my wiki site at- mcneff.wiki.farmington.k12.mi.us

Thank you very much and I look forward to a successful trimester.

Mr. McNeff
